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Improvisation and 
Composing  
Students at Harmony Road eventually 
learn to create and notate their own 
musical compositions.  Coco  was 
invited to perform several original 
compositions at MTAC Convention in 
LA in June of 2018.  

Early Childhood Music 
Toddlers age 16m-3 yrs had fun 
clapping, tapping, shaking, 
marching, singing, and playing  
the piano. 

CSUB Master Class 

Andrew & Kendra were 2 of 7 
Bakersfield area students invited 
to perform in a master class 
taught by Dr. Soo-Yeon Park, 
piano professor at CSUB. Dr. 
Park gave valuable feedback to 
help them perfect & polish their 
pieces.  
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Why are we standing in front of Rosemary’s Creamery?  These students 
completed their Certificate of Merit evaluation in the spring and received an 
ice cream party as a reward! CM is just one of several events Harmony Road 
students participated in over the past year.  Read about the others! Front row: 
Callie, Nicholas, Lucas. Back row: Lara, Andrew, Kendra, Natalie, Miss Alix, and Faith. 

MTAC Jazz Pop Festival 
Natalie, Andrew, Evan & Kendra 
performed at MTAC’s annual 
Jazz Pop Festival in October. 
Kendra received 2 trophies for 
her 2 performances!

MTAC CM Theory Test 
Adult student Lara 
Chapman (Lev 2) and 
Lucas Angelini (Lev Prep) 
scored 100% on the 
Certificate of Merit theory 
test.

MTAC Youth Awards    
Kendra and Andrew each 
received MTAC Youth Awards 
for their participation in 
various events, festivals, 
master classes, and school  & 
community music activities.

http://www.harmonyroadbakersfield.com
http://www.harmonyroadbakersfield.com
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GROUP VS PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS 
Most people are only familiar with private piano lessons.  Is a group atmosphere better for beginning kids? The answer is YES!  
Here are just a few benefits of learning piano in a group setting: 

• Students learn a strong sense of rhythm by playing in time with other students and orchestral tracks. 
• Students find that performing in front of other isn’t stressful since they do it every week in class. 
• Singing, ear training, theory games and rhythm/keyboard ensembles are FUN when done in a group with other students. 
• The group structure is extremely motivating. Kids love getting together with their musical friends each week. 

Our curriculum is specifically designed for group involvement. The interaction each week between students, parents, and 
teacher provides the basis for successful and natural musical development.

MTAC Convention 
The annual Convention features students from all over 
CA who received high scores in the following programs:  
Certificate of Merit, Improvisation Evaluation, and 
Composers Today.  Featured from June 2018:  Jared, 
Hannah, Kendra, Coco and Andrew (below).

Piano Guild              
Erik Allen                      
Lucas Angelini                               
Lara Chapman                                                       
Nicholas Fiehler  
Hannah Ghilarducci          
Garrett Ghilarducci        
Guennevierre Gumboc       
Kendra Herrera                          
Adrian Iturriria     
Marcos Iturriria        
Callie Krizo                       
Eva LaTray                                      
Maxine Milton        
Keona Romero    
Andrew Starr                                                                                
Brianna Starr           
Olivia Weighall        

MTAC Certificate of 
Merit 

Hannah Agatep                    
Lucas Angelini 
Lara Chapman                                           
Nicholas Fiehler 
Faith Ghilarducci 
Guennevierre Gumboc       
Kendra Herrera                     
Callie Krizo                                                              
Eva LaTray 
Maxine Milton 
Andrew Starr                                   

**Lucas Angelini (Prep)  and 
Lara Chapman  (lev 2) scored 
100% on their theory test.

MTAC Jazz Pop 
Festival 

Natalie Cardenas  
Guennevierre Gumboc              
Andrew Starr                    
Evan Herrera              
Kendra Herrera                        
Andrew Starr 

MTAC Romantic 
Festival 

Kendra Herrera

Barnes & Noble 
Christmas Recital 
                
Erik Allen                      
Nicholas Fiehler            
Guennevierre Gumboc          
Gabriel Herriott 
Kendra Herrera                
Callie Krizo                         
Eva LaTray                                                     
Maxine Milton                                                       
Olivia Weighall 

Convention highlights 
included meeting our 
favorite theory book 
author, Keith Snell 
(left) , as well as one 
of our very favorite 
composers, Melody 
Bober! (right)
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Hannah performs her original 
piece at the Improvisation Recital.
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Meet Our Teachers -   
Former Harmony Road Students! 

Calendar & Upcoming Events 
2019-2020 

June 1 - Class piano recitals 

June 3 - Summer music camps begin! 

Aug 26 - Returning  piano students 

Sep 9 - New piano classes  

Sep 16 - New toddlers /preschoolers 

Oct -  Jazz Pop Festival 

Nov/Dec -  Class recitals 

Dec -  Barnes & Noble Recital 

Jan -  Winter Festival 

Mar -  Certificate of Merit 

May - Piano Guild

Summer Music Classes 

Junior Music Camp   (ages 4, 5, 6) 
A musical arts/crafts morning camp where each  
day is a different musical theme.  Available 
June, July & August. 

Intro to Piano  (ages 4 - adult) 
A great way to try our piano program with just 4 
lessons.  Classes grouped by age.  No 
instrument necessary at home; includes a book. 

Toddler Classes  (ages 16m-3 yrs) 
Each 30-min class features singing, movement, 
playing w/rhythm instruments, finger games, 
songs with balls, scarves & hoops, and piano 
keyboard introduction.   

Summer Piano Lessons  (1st gr.-adults) 
9-week semester begins June 5!  Classes 
grouped by age and meet Wednesdays. 

WHAT IS SOLFEGE? WHY IS IT IMPORTANT IN HARMONY ROAD? 
You’ve probably heard of ‘“DO RE MI FA SOL LA TI DO”.  Maybe the movie ‘The Sound of Music’ 
comes to mind. Solfege is the musical language we use at Harmony Road.  Children learn to sing 
the note names of EVERY song that they will be eventually play on the piano.  In the 2nd year of 
the course they learn to transpose their pieces into different keys.  Solfege is essential for ear 
training; it is the KEY to developing the ear and internalizing pitch.  Most of the world, including 
countries in Asia, Europe, and S. America, teach students notes on the staff in solfege first, letter 
names later.  We also gradually introduce letter names as students progress through the course.

Miss Becky started in our program as a toddler at age 2.  She progressed 
through the group piano program and on to private piano lessons in junior 
high.  A graduate of BCHS, she majored in percussion at CSUB, graduating 
in 2017.  She performs with the Bakersfield Symphony and has taught at 
Harmony Road since her late teens. 

Miss Anna enrolled at age 6 at Harmony Road.. She completed all 
levels and continued with private lessons.  She particularly excelled in 
composition and improvisation, creating her own music and receiving 
high scores in MTAC evaluations.  She has been teaching at HR since 
high school and will complete her music degree at CSUB in 2020.

Miss Alix, owner/teacher at Harmony Road, began 
teaching piano while in her teens. She has shared 
her love of music with literally hundreds of children 
for over 40 years. She has been a member of the 
Kern branch of Music Teachers’ Association of CA 
since the mid-90’s and on their board for several 
years, where she currently serves as secretary.  Her 
students have received special awards for 
composition and improvisation, and are frequently 
invited to perform in various recitals at the annual 
MTAC Convention.  

_________________________

_________________________


